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Arthur Phillips

1452 Farnham Road

Troy, Ohio 45373

November 8, 2010

Jennifer Hershey

Editorial Director, Random House

1745 Broadway

New York, NY 10019

Dear Jennifer,

I’m begging you not to publish THE TRAGEDY OF ARTHUR 
by William Shakespeare. You can still turn back. Don’t you 
know by now this is all a lie? It’s not Shakespeare. It’s 
just not.

You know what this book is? Really? It’s A NOVEL BY 
ARTHUR PHILLIPS

My father is playing you like he played me, like he played 
my mom, like he played my sister. Why won’t you see that? 

My heart has been broken, and I promise you, Jennifer, 
I promise you that if you carry on down this road, yours 
will be broken, too. That’s what he does.

Please, please consider canceling this project.

Arthur

ARTHUR PHILLIPS is the internationally 
bestselling author of The Song Is You, which was 

a New York Times Notable Book and named one of 

the best novels of the year by The Washington Post; 

Angelica; The Egyptologist; and Prague, which was 

also a New York Times Notable Book and a winner of 

the Los Angeles Times Art Seidenbaum Award for 

First Fiction. Arthur Phillips lives in New York 

with his wife and two sons.
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